break under the strain of apron strings. It can exist
only on trust. If the people die because they will not
labour or because they will defraud one another, it will
be a welcome deliverance. The rest will then learn not
to repeat the sin of being lazy, idle or cruelly selfish.

54
4-ll-'47
OFFSPRING OF ANGER
Before he commenced his prayers Gandhiji said
that though no one, except the courteous old friend
who had registered his usual objection, had got up to
object to the recitation from the Qiiran> he proposed to
deal with a very pathetic letter of objection received
from a Punjabi Hindu refugee who had suffered much.
He did not know whether the objector was present at
the meeting or not. Whether he was present or not,
the speaker would not ignore the letter, if only because
it was written with deep pain. It was fairly well argued
but was full of ignorance which was born of anger. Anger
was written in every line of it. Practically the whole of
his time was devoted to listening to the tale of woes,
whether recited by the Hindu or Sikh refugees or the
local Muslim sufferers. His spirit was equally touched
and wounded and if he allowed himself to be moody,
it was no expression of ahimsa. He would be weeping the
whole day long leaving no time either for obeisance,
food or sleep. But from early youth he had used himself
in terms of ahimsa not to weep over the sorrows that came
under his notice but to harden his heart in order to
enable him to combat the sorrows. Had they not been
told by the seers of old that one who was full of ahimsa
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